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them that Napoleon would severely punish perjury. The Due de Bassano had spent the whole of the past year in endeavoring* to gain auxiliaries.
Austria, though our ally, seemed unwilling to oppose Russia. Prussia showed herself still less favorably disposed, and M. de Krussmarck, who was then at the head of the Prussian Cabinet, appeared unwilling to make any concession. Yet nothing was more important than to secure the alliance of Prussia; it was necessary that she should act with us or be destroyed. M. de Krussmarck plainly saw that Prussia was lost if France took only a cottage on her frontier. Accordingly, on the 24th of February, 1812, a treaty offensive and defensive was signed between France and the Cabinet of Berlin. With regard to Austria, she was our natural ally, but she was still more our natural enemy. We soon saw the fatal result of that alliance, on which the Emperor so confidently relied. Then Denmark and the Confederation of the Rhine: all were for us when the first trumpet sounded the signal for marching.
Junot had been taking the baths of Berfeges, which had greatly improved his health, and he now earnestly solicited the Emperor to give him a military command. Napoleon sent him to Milan to take the command of the troops who were in Italy, and to march them toward the North. Junot was highly satisfied at this appointment, and left Paris at the moment when the treaty offensive and defensive was about to be signed with Austria. That treaty gave us a subsidy of 30,000 men and 60 pieces of cannon. Prince Schwartzenberg was to command the Austrian troops.
On the 26th of March, the same year, Sweden signed a treaty with Russia. A Marshal of France was aboutme Regnault de Saint Jean d'Angely, Madame de Rovigo, Madame Duchatel, Madame Gazani, Madame de Bassano were very conspicuous among a crowd of elegant women who took nart in these brilliant festivitiesatch, compared notes between it and the timepiece, and then said in a voice loud enough to be heard:
